Vasopeptidase inhibitors: a new class of dual zinc metallopeptidase inhibitors for cardiorenal therapeutics.
Vasopeptidase inhibitors are a new class of drugs that simultaneously inhibit angiotensin-I-converting enzyme and neutral endopeptidase 24.11, two metallopeptidases responsible for the breakdown of different vasoactive peptides. At least ten vasopeptidase inhibitors are in various stages of development and results obtained in preclinical and clinical studies indicate a promising future for the treatment of hypertension, heart failure and renal disease. However, like angiotensin-I-converting-enzyme inhibitors, vasopeptidase inhibitors are characterized by acute and chronic side-effects that need to be clarified.